
The Short Fiction of Octavia E. Butler
“Good stories are good stories, no matter how they’re categorized.”

Published a decade after Butler’s death, Unexpected Stories features a previously-unreleased novella and a short story.

WHAT ABOUT UNEXPECTED STORIES?

• The novella “A Necessary Being” follows the Rohkohn and Tehkohn tribes, both of which previously 
appeared in Butler’s novel Survivor. Survivor is out of print at the request of Butler, who said the book 
reminded her of a bad Stark Trek episode. However, Butler scholars such as Ayana A.H. Jamieson of the 
Octavia Butler Network say that “A Necessary Being” is just as nuanced as Butler’s other works. The 
novella explores “close relationships between intimacy, vulnerability, life, and death,” and filters out “the 
colonial, paternalistic attitudes that are prominent in many other kinds of stories.”

• The short story “Childfinder” was the first work Butler ever sold. Author Harlan Ellison bought 
the rights to it during the 1971 Clarion Workshop, intending to include it in the anthology The Last 
Dangerous Visions™. However, the anthology was never published, and so “Childfinder” didn’t find an 
audience until 40 years later. 

Octavia Butler is perhaps best known for her full-length works, such as the 
Earthseed duology, the Patternmaster series, and the Xenogenesis trilogy, as well 
as two standalone novels. But Butler’s short stories and novellas are equally as 
compelling.

These works have been compiled into two anthologies: Bloodchild and Other 
Stories, originally published in 1994, and her posthumous 2014 collection 
Unexpected Stories.

WHAT WORKS ARE IN BLOODCHILD AND OTHER STORIES?
• The title story “Bloodchild” was originally published in a 1984 issue of Asimov’s   Science
Fiction Magazine. It went on to win the Nebula, Hugo, and Locus Awards, and the Science
Fiction Chronicle Reader Award for Best Novelette.

• “The Evening and the Morning and the Night” was first published in 1987 in Omni. It received the 
Science Fiction Chronicle Reader Award, and was nominated for other major speculative fiction honors.

• Butler’s story “Near of Kin” was first published in 1979 in Chrysalis.
 
• Originally published in Asimov’s in 1983, “Speech Sounds” went on to win the 1984 Hugo Award
for Best Short Story.

• Butler’s first published work, “Crossover” originally appeared in the 1971 Clarion Workshop anthology.
 
• “Amnesty” originally appeared on SciFi.com in 2003.

• One of her last new works published during Butler’s lifetime, “The Book of Martha” was first 
published on SciFi.com in 2003. 

https://www.amazon.com/Bloodchild-Other-Stories-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B008HALO0U/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Unexpected-Stories-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B00K04NWG0/ref=sr_1_3?tag=portalistsite-20
http://octaviabutlerlegacy.com/2014/06/24/a-miniarchival-review-of-a-necessary-being-from-unexpected-stories/
http://octaviabutlerlegacy.com/2014/06/24/a-miniarchival-review-of-a-necessary-being-from-unexpected-stories/

