
Octavia E. Butler’s Mind of My Mind
“Could a creature who had to look upon ordinary 
people literally as food and shelter ever understand 
how strongly those people valued life?”

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?
Although there are no adaptations specif ically for Mind of My Mind in development, Wild Seed—the f irst book in 
the series order—is being adapted into an Amazon series by Viola Davis’ production company, JuVee Productions. 
Nnedi Okorafor and Wanuri Kahiu are co-writing the show. 

WHAT IS IT?

Octavia E. Butler’s 1977 second novel, originally published by Doubleday.

IS IT PART OF A SERIES?
Yes! Mind of My Mind was the second book published in the Patternmaster series (also 
referred to as the Seed to Harvest series). It was preceded in publication by Butler’s 1976 
novel, Patternmaster. 

However, the chronology of the series differs from publication order. The reading order for 
the series is Wild Seed (1980), Mind of My Mind (1977), Clay’s Ark (1984), Survivor (1978), and 
Patternmaster (1976).

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?
Doro, a telepathic immortal, has been collecting humans for their life-force for thousands 
of years. In 1970s California, one of Doro’s daughters—Mary—inherits some of her father’s 
terrifying abilities. But Mary challenges her father’s callous consumption of others. She builds 
a community of psychically-connected warriors, and launches a telepathic battle that shakes 
Doro’s legacy.

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID IT RECEIVE?
• Publishers Weekly called Mind of My Mind “vivid . . . explosive.”

• According to The London Times, the novel “has the piercing quality of a sliver of ice.” 

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT MIND OF MY MIND?
• Butler said that the Patternmaster series was inspired by power dynamics she experienced in her own life: “I 
began writing about power because I had so little.”

• The 1978 novel in the series, Survivor, is out of print at Butler’s request. Butler said of her third book, “When I 
was young, a lot of people wrote about going to another world and f inding either little green men or little brown 
men, and they were always less in some way. They were a little sly, or a little like “the natives” in a very bad, old 
movie. And I thought, “No way. Apart from all these human beings populating the galaxy, this is really offensive 
garbage.” People ask me why I don’t like Survivor, my third novel. And it’s because it feels a little bit like that.”

https://www.amazon.com/Mind-My-Patternist-Book-ebook/dp/B008HALPEK/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Harvest-Complete-Patternist-ebook/dp/B008HALOVO/ref=sr_1_2?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.jstor.org/stable/290413
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-adaptations-in-development

