
Octavia E. Butler’s Clay’s Ark
“You think you can choose your realities. You can’t.”

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?
Although there are no adaptations specif ically for Clay’s Ark in development, Wild Seed—the f irst book in the series 
order—is being adapted into an Amazon series by Viola Davis’ production company, JuVee Productions. Nnedi Okorafor 
and Wanuri Kahiu are co-writing the show. 

WHAT IS IT?
Clay’s Ark was Butler’s sixth novel, and the f inal book released in her Patternist series. It was originally published in 
1984 by St. Martin’s Press.

IS IT PART OF A SERIES?
Yes! Clay’s Ark was the f ifth book published in the Patternmaster series (also referred to as the Seed 
to Harvest series).

However, chronology of the Patternmaster series differs from publication order. The reading order 
for the series is actually Wild Seed (1980), Mind of My Mind (1977), Clay’s Ark (1984), Survivor (1978), 
and Patternmaster (1976).

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?
Although the final novel published in the Patternist series, Clay’s Ark is third in the series’ 
chronological order. 

The novel takes place in an apocalyptic future in which humans live in gated compounds or travel 
in nomadic “car families.” Dr. Blake Maslin and his two teen daughters are driving through Southern 
California when they’re captured by Eli, the lone survivor of the crashed spaceship Clay’s Ark. 

Eli is infected with an extraterrestrial microorganism that causes mutations and compels its host to 
spread the contagion. Soon, Blake and his daughters are at risk of being infected themselves—and 
releasing the microorganism on the rest of the world. 

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID CLAY’S ARK  RECEIVE?
•  Essence praised Butler’s “complex rendering of the interior journeys of characters dragging themselves across a 
violent and lethal future world.”

•  Vonda N. McIntyre wrote, “Clay’s Ark is a tough and scary book that drew me in and would not let me go from 
beginning to end.”

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT MIND OF MY MIND?
• The 1978 novel in the series, Survivor, is out of print at Butler’s request. Butler said of her third book, “When I was 
young, a lot of people wrote about going to another world and f inding either little green men or little brown men, 
and they were always less in some way. They were a little sly, or a little like “the natives” in a very bad, old movie. And I 
thought, “No way. Apart from all these human beings populating the galaxy, this is really offensive garbage.” People ask 
me why I don’t like Survivor, my third novel. And it’s because it feels a little bit like that.”

https://www.amazon.com/Clays-Ark-Patternist-Book-3-ebook/dp/B008HALNYC/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Harvest-Complete-Patternist-ebook/dp/B008HALOVO/ref=sr_1_2?tag=portalistsite-20
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-adaptations-in-development



