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Octavia E. Butler’s Wild Seed
“Civilization is the way one’s own people live. Savagery is the way foreigners live.”

IS IT PART OF A SERIES?
Yes! Wild Seed was the fourth book published in the Patternmaster series (also referred to as the Seed to Harvest 
series). It was preceded in publication by Butler’s 1978 novel Survivor, which is now out of print at Butler’s request.

However, the chronology of the series differs f rom publication order. The reading order for the series is Wild Seed 
(1980), Mind of My Mind (1977), Clay’s Ark (1984), Survivor (1978), and Patternmaster (1976).

WHAT IS IT?
Octavia E. Butler’s 1980 f ifth novel, originally published by Doubleday. Read an excerpt here.

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?
The f irst novel—in chronological order—of the Patternist series, Wild Seed introduces two immortals, Doro and 
Anyanwu. Doro feeds his own power by stealing the bodies of humans, whereas Anyanwu uses her extraordinary 
abilities to heal mortals. Wild Seed follows the contentious connection between the pair, f rom their f irst meeting in 
Africa to their eventual reunion on a pre-Civil War Louisiana plantation.

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID IT RECEIVE?
• Writing for The Washington Post, Elizabeth A. Lynn praised Butler’s prose in Wild Seed as   “spare and sure, and even in 
moments of great tension she never loses control over her pacing or over her sense of story.”

• Tom Easton wrote for Analog that “Butler’s story, for all that it is f iction, rings true as only the best novels can.” 

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT WILD SEED?
• Butler described writing Wild Seed as her “reward” for completing her fourth novel, Kindred, a standalone book about a modern-day woman 
transported back in time to the pre-Civil War south.

• Ender’s Game author Orson Scott Card uses excerpts f rom Wild Seed to demonstrate successful elements of craft in his 2001 book How to 
Write Science Fiction and Fantasy.

• The 1978 novel in the series, Survivor, is out of print at Butler’s request. Butler said of her third book, “When I was young, a lot of people wrote 
about going to another world and f inding either little green men or little brown men, and they were always less in some way. They were a little 
sly, or a little like “the natives” in a very bad, old movie. And I thought, “No way. Apart f rom all these human beings populating the galaxy, this is 
really offensive garbage.” People ask me why I don’t like Survivor, my third novel. And it’s because it feels a little bit like that.”

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?
Wild Seed—the f irst book in series order—is being adapted into an Amazon series by Viola Davis’s production 
company, JuVee Productions. Nnedi Okorafor and Wanuri Kahiu are co-writing the show.

Speaking to The Portalist in 2019, Okorafor shared her own relationship with Wild Seed: 
“I’ve been an Octavia Butler fan since 2001 [...] It was while perusing the science f iction and fantasy section that I 
saw something I’d never ever seen before. There was a novel that was turned face out and that novel had a Black 
woman on the cover. Not an illustration, but an actual photo.

“At that time, I’d never seen a real Black woman on the cover of any book in that section. I bought the book for 
that reason alone, I didn’t read the synopsis or anything. That book turned out to be Wild Seed. I started reading. 
It started in Igboland with an Igbo woman (note: I’m Igbo) who couldn’t die and had the ability to shapeshift. 
Clear, smooth, fast moving prose that told a hell of a story. And it was written by a Black woman. Oh my God.”

Image credit: Nnedi Okorafor, via Wikimedia Commons.

https://www.amazon.com/Wild-Seed-Patternist-Book-1-ebook/dp/B008HALNFQ/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Harvest-Complete-Patternist-ebook/dp/B008HALOVO/ref=sr_1_2?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/entertainment/books/1980/09/28/vampires-aliens-and-dodos/2d7b2f7c-5013-4bd1-b959-65f35fdbdb0a/
https://theportalist.com/octavia-e-butler-wild-seed-excerpt!%E2%80%99
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-adaptations-in-development
https://theportalist.com/interview-nnedi-okorafor-wild-seed
https://inmotionmagazine.com/ac04/obutler.html


Octavia E. Butler’s Mind of My Mind
“Could a creature who had to look upon ordinary 
people literally as food and shelter ever understand 
how strongly those people valued life?”

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?
Although there are no adaptations specif ically for Mind of My Mind in development, Wild Seed—the f irst book in 
the series order—is being adapted into an Amazon series by Viola Davis’ production company, JuVee Productions. 
Nnedi Okorafor and Wanuri Kahiu are co-writing the show. 

WHAT IS IT?

Octavia E. Butler’s 1977 second novel, originally published by Doubleday.

IS IT PART OF A SERIES?
Yes! Mind of My Mind was the second book published in the Patternmaster series (also 
referred to as the Seed to Harvest series). It was preceded in publication by Butler’s 1976 
novel, Patternmaster. 

However, the chronology of the series differs from publication order. The reading order for 
the series is Wild Seed (1980), Mind of My Mind (1977), Clay’s Ark (1984), Survivor (1978), and 
Patternmaster (1976).

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?
Doro, a telepathic immortal, has been collecting humans for their life-force for thousands 
of years. In 1970s California, one of Doro’s daughters—Mary—inherits some of her father’s 
terrifying abilities. But Mary challenges her father’s callous consumption of others. She builds 
a community of psychically-connected warriors, and launches a telepathic battle that shakes 
Doro’s legacy.

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID IT RECEIVE?
• Publishers Weekly called Mind of My Mind “vivid . . . explosive.”

• According to The London Times, the novel “has the piercing quality of a sliver of ice.” 

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT MIND OF MY MIND?
• Butler said that the Patternmaster series was inspired by power dynamics she experienced in her own life: “I 
began writing about power because I had so little.”

• The 1978 novel in the series, Survivor, is out of print at Butler’s request. Butler said of her third book, “When I 
was young, a lot of people wrote about going to another world and f inding either little green men or little brown 
men, and they were always less in some way. They were a little sly, or a little like “the natives” in a very bad, old 
movie. And I thought, “No way. Apart from all these human beings populating the galaxy, this is really offensive 
garbage.” People ask me why I don’t like Survivor, my third novel. And it’s because it feels a little bit like that.”

https://www.amazon.com/Mind-My-Patternist-Book-ebook/dp/B008HALPEK/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Harvest-Complete-Patternist-ebook/dp/B008HALOVO/ref=sr_1_2?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.jstor.org/stable/290413
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-adaptations-in-development


Octavia E. Butler’s Clay’s Ark
“You think you can choose your realities. You can’t.”

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?
Although there are no adaptations specif ically for Clay’s Ark in development, Wild Seed—the f irst book in the series 
order—is being adapted into an Amazon series by Viola Davis’ production company, JuVee Productions. Nnedi Okorafor 
and Wanuri Kahiu are co-writing the show. 

WHAT IS IT?
Clay’s Ark was Butler’s sixth novel, and the f inal book released in her Patternist series. It was originally published in 
1984 by St. Martin’s Press.

IS IT PART OF A SERIES?
Yes! Clay’s Ark was the f ifth book published in the Patternmaster series (also referred to as the Seed 
to Harvest series).

However, chronology of the Patternmaster series differs from publication order. The reading order 
for the series is actually Wild Seed (1980), Mind of My Mind (1977), Clay’s Ark (1984), Survivor (1978), 
and Patternmaster (1976).

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?
Although the final novel published in the Patternist series, Clay’s Ark is third in the series’ 
chronological order. 

The novel takes place in an apocalyptic future in which humans live in gated compounds or travel 
in nomadic “car families.” Dr. Blake Maslin and his two teen daughters are driving through Southern 
California when they’re captured by Eli, the lone survivor of the crashed spaceship Clay’s Ark. 

Eli is infected with an extraterrestrial microorganism that causes mutations and compels its host to 
spread the contagion. Soon, Blake and his daughters are at risk of being infected themselves—and 
releasing the microorganism on the rest of the world. 

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID CLAY’S ARK  RECEIVE?
•  Essence praised Butler’s “complex rendering of the interior journeys of characters dragging themselves across a 
violent and lethal future world.”

•  Vonda N. McIntyre wrote, “Clay’s Ark is a tough and scary book that drew me in and would not let me go from 
beginning to end.”

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT MIND OF MY MIND?
• The 1978 novel in the series, Survivor, is out of print at Butler’s request. Butler said of her third book, “When I was 
young, a lot of people wrote about going to another world and f inding either little green men or little brown men, 
and they were always less in some way. They were a little sly, or a little like “the natives” in a very bad, old movie. And I 
thought, “No way. Apart from all these human beings populating the galaxy, this is really offensive garbage.” People ask 
me why I don’t like Survivor, my third novel. And it’s because it feels a little bit like that.”

https://www.amazon.com/Clays-Ark-Patternist-Book-3-ebook/dp/B008HALNYC/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Harvest-Complete-Patternist-ebook/dp/B008HALOVO/ref=sr_1_2?tag=portalistsite-20
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-adaptations-in-development


Octavia E. Butler’s Patternmaster
“A long leash is still a leash.”

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?
Although there are no adaptations specif ically for Patternmaster in development, Wild Seed—the f irst book 
in the series’ order—is being adapted into an Amazon series by Viola Davis’ production company, JuVee 
Productions. Nnedi Okorafor and Wanuri Kahiu are co-writing the show.

WHAT IS IT?

Octavia E. Butler’s 1976 debut novel, originally published by Doubleday.

IS IT PART OF A SERIES?
Yes! Although Patternmaster was the f irst book published in the Patternmaster series (also 
referred to as the Seed to Harvest series), it is the f inal book in the chronology of the series. 

The reading order for the series is Wild Seed (1980), Mind of My Mind (1977), Clay’s Ark (1984), 
Survivor (1978), and Patternmaster (1976).

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?
In the world of Patternmaster, society is divided into castes. The highest in the hierarchy are the 
Patternists, humans with psionic abilities. They have a long-running feud with the feral Clayarks, 
and view power-less humans as slaves.

Teray, whose mother was murdered by Clayarks, may inherit the role of Patternmaster, the 
powerful psychic who leads the Patternists. Still, he must grapple with issues of control and 
freedom to take up his father’s mantle.

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID PATTERNMASTER  RECEIVE?
• A Publishers Weekly review from June of 1976 wrote, “The author carefully spells out the 
ground of her unique world, and the ensuing story of live, chase and combat is consistently 
attention-holding.”
• A May review in Kirkus Reviews called Patternmaster “f ine, old-fashioned [science f iction].”

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT PATTERNMASTER?
• In a 2003 interview with Museum of Pop Culture, Butler revealed that Patternmaster was partially inspired by 
her attempts as a child to write a sci-f i story better than the movie Devil Girl from Mars.

• Butler worked numerous jobs while writing Patternmaster. According to Butler’s friend, fellow writer Vonda N. 
McIntyre, “she would get up early in the morning—two or three o’clock—and write before going to work.”

• The 1978 novel in the series, Survivor, is out of print at Butler’s request. Butler said of her third book, “when I 
was young, a lot of people wrote about going to another world and f inding either little green men or little brown 
men, and they were always less in some way. They were a little sly, or a little like “the natives” in a very bad, old 
movie. And I thought, “No way. Apart from all these human beings populating the galaxy, this is really offensive 
garbage.” People ask me why I don’t like Survivor, my third novel. And it’s because it feels a little bit like that.”

https://www.amazon.com/Patternmaster-Patternist-Book-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B008HALOPA/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Harvest-Complete-Patternist-ebook/dp/B008HALOVO/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-interviews-watch-listen
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-adaptations-in-development
https://daily.jstor.org/how-octavia-e-butler-became-a-legend/
https://daily.jstor.org/how-octavia-e-butler-became-a-legend/


XENOGENESIS SERIES

Dawn

Adulthood Rites

Imago



Octavia E. Butler’s Lilith’s Brood Series
“Intelligence is relatively new to life on Earth, but your hierarchical tendencies 
are ancient.”

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?
Dawn is set to be adapted for an Amazon TV series. Wrinkle in Time director Ava DuVernay is helming the project 
in collaboration with Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker assistant director Victoria Mahoney.

WHAT IS IT?

Butler’s Xenogenesis series (collected under the title Lilith’s Brood) is a trilogy comprised of Dawn 
(1987), Adulthood Rites (‘88), and Imago (‘89). All three novels were originally published by Warner 
Books.

The final novel, Imago, is told from the point 
of view of one of Lilith’s children, Jodahs, who 
exemplifies the potential of human-Oankali 
breeding. 

Adulthood Rites is set years after Dawn. Human-Oankali hybrids, called “constructs,” are opposed by 
human “resisters” who live in separate communities. The novel centers around Akin, a construct who is 
abducted by resisters as a child.

In Dawn, Lilith Iyapo wakes on a spaceship 
centuries after a nuclear apocalypse killed 
most of humanity. Lilith has been saved by 
the alien Oankali race, who want to use her 
to repopulate the Earth with human-Oankali 
hybrids.

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?
The series tracks the relationship between humanity and the Oankali, an alien race attracted to difference.

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID IT RECEIVE?
•  Each of the Xenogenesis books was nominated for a Locus Award for Best Science Fiction Novel. 

•  Academic and author Dr. Adele Newson-Horst called Dawn “engaging” and “refreshing,” and wrote  that 
“Lilith’s life, like that of the black woman’s, is a metaphor for the quest which would resolve the problem of her 
being both revered and despised by those with whom she inhabits society.”

Image Credit: Wikimedia Commons

WHAT DID BUTLER HAVE TO SAY ABOUT LILITH’S BROOD?

“Several years ago I wrote a novel called Dawn in which extra-solar aliens arrive, 
look us over, and inform us that we have a pair of characteristics that together 
constitute a fatal flaw. We are, they admit, intelligent, and that’s f ine. But we 
are also hierarchical, and our hierarchical tendencies are older and all too often, 
they drive our intelligence—that is, they drive us to use our intelligence to try to 
dominate one another.”

-2001 essay for NPR

https://www.amazon.com/Liliths-Brood-Complete-Xenogenesis-Trilogy-ebook/dp/B008HALOMI/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://theportalist.com/excerpt-from-octavia-butlers-liliths-brood
https://www.amazon.com/Dawn-Xenogenesis-Trilogy-Book-1-ebook/dp/B008HALOEQ/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Adulthood-Rites-Xenogenesis-Trilogy-Book-ebook/dp/B008HALPTU/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Imago-Xenogenesis-Trilogy-Book-3-ebook/dp/B008HALNJW/ref=sr_1_2?tag=portalistsite-20
https://legacy.npr.org/programs/specials/racism/010830.octaviabutleressay.html
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-adaptations-in-development


EARTHSEED SERIES

Parable of the Sower

Parable of the Talents



Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower
“The only lasting truth is Change. God Is Change.”

IS IT PART OF A SERIES?

Parable of the Sower has one sequel, 1998’s Parable of the 
Talents. Butler had intended to write a third novel, The 
Parable of the Trickster. However, she reportedly struggled 
with writer’s block and health issues while writing this f inal 
Earthseed novel, and did not complete it before her death. 

WHAT IS IT?

Octavia E. Butler’s tenth novel, Parable of the Sower, originally published in 1993 by Four Walls Eight Windows.

“One of the things I found out when I began working on Parable 
of the Sower was that some people had given up completely on 
paying attention to the news. They no longer read it. They no 
longer watched it. They no longer heard it because they felt it to 
be depressing, and they felt that they could do nothing about 
it [...] I can’t entirely blame my friends who have given up on, at 
least, that aspect of the news, but I haven’t. I don’t seem to be 
able to. So I wrote Parable of the Sower and continued it with 
Parable of the Talents.”

“This was not a book about prophecy; this was an if-this-goes-on 
story. This was a cautionary tale, although people have told me 
it was prophecy. All I have to say to that is ‘I certainly hope not.’” 

- Text from a speech delivered at MIT in 1998
“A character in the novel is Global-Warming. This is something 
that I really wanted to pay attention to, and it’s odd how it 
went in and out of fashion while I was working on the novel. It 
would be very big and everyone was talking about it and then it 
would just kind of die, and then all of a sudden it would be big 
again. And I wonder about that. It seems to me that a thing as 
important as global-warming should get a lot more attention 
than it does. So I portray a world in which global-warming is 
doing things like creating a lot of erratic weather and severe 
storms and drought in California.”

WHAT DID BUTLER HAVE TO SAY ABOUT PARABLE OF THE SOWER?

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?

Told through a series of diary entries, Parable of the Sower follows Lauren 
Olamina, a teenaged preacher’s daughter living in a multiracial gated 
compound with her family in 2024 Los Angeles. The city outside their 
walls is characterized by racism, sexual violence, and fires set by users of 
the drug ‘pyro.’

Lauren is a hyperempath with the ability to acutely feel others’ emotions 
and sensations. As tragedies befall her family and grow closer and closer 
to the compound, Lauren prepares to survive on the road and compiles a 
book of poems and thoughts called Earthseed: The Book of the Living, a 
text evolving from her belief that ‘God is Change.’

When their home is finally overrun, Lauren guides a group of survivors 
with her Earthseed teachings, and her clear-eyed understanding of what 
will face them on the road ahead. 

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID THE BOOK GET?

• In 1994, it was a New York Times Notable Book of the Year
• In 1995, it was nominated for Nebula Award for Best Novel
• In 2020, it f inally became a New York Times bestseller

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?

2017 marked the U.S. premiere of 
Parable of the Sower: A Concert 
Version, an opera adaptation co-
created by Bernice Johnson Reagon 
and her daughter Toshi Reagon.

As of July 2021, a Parable of the Sower 
f ilm is f inally in development with A24, 
to be adapted by Garrett Bradley.

Damian Duffy and illustrator John 
Jennings collaborated on 2020’s 
Parable of the Sower: A Graphic Novel 
Adaptation. The graphic novel won 
the 2021 Hugo Award Winner for Best 
Graphic Story or Comic. The team are 
currently working on an adaptation of 
Parable of the Talents.

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT PARABLE OF THE SOWER?

• An early title is thought to have been God of Clay.

• In Butler’s archives at the Huntington Library it is possible to see a
manuscript for Earthseed: The Books of the Living, the f ictional religious text
in which Lauren compiled her writings on the Earthseed faith.

• In Butler’s journals, it’s revealed that she saw Lauren as an aspirational,
heightened version of herself, and that Lauren’s diary entries and Earthseed
writings were modeled after the author’s own diaries.

GO DEEPER:

• For more on Parable of the Sower, consider listening to the podcast Octavia’s Parables. Co-hosts Toshi 
Reagon and adrienne maree brown read the Earthseed books chapter by chapter, applying their own 
experiences as artists and activists along the way.

• ‘Octavia Tried to Tell Us’, a series of free webinars launched by Afrofuturist author Tananarive Due and 
author/theologian Monica Coleman in 2020, looks at the lessons of the Earthseed series and other Butler 
books. View the archives here.

Image Credit: Octavia E. Butler papers. The Huntington 
Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens.

Photo Credit: Erica Blackman

https://www.amazon.com/Parable-Sower-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B008HALO4Q/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Parable-Talents-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B008HALPHC/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://web.mit.edu/m-i-t/articles/butler_talk_index.html
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-parable-of-the-sower-adaptation-a24-garrett-bradley
https://theportalist.com/octavia-butler-parable-of-the-sower-adaptation-a24-garrett-bradley
https://www.readingoctavia.com/
https://www.readingoctavia.com/


Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Talents
“In order to rise
From its own ashes
A phoenix
First
Must
Burn.”

WHAT ARE ITS ADAPTATIONS?

Damian Duffy and illustrator John Jennings, the Hugo 
Award-winning duo behind Parable of the Sower: A 
Graphic Novel Adaptation, are currently working on an 
adaptation of Parable of the Talents.

GO DEEPER:

• For more on Parable of the Talents, consider listening to the podcast Octavia’s Parables. Co-
hosts Toshi Reagon and adrienne maree brown read the Earthseed books chapter by chapter, 
applying their own experiences as artists and activists along the way.

• ‘Octavia Tried to Tell Us’, a series of free webinars launched by Afrofuturist author Tananarive 
Due and author/theologian Monica Coleman in 2020, looks at the lessons of the Earthseed series 
and other Butler books. View the archives here.

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT PARABLE OF THE TALENTS?

• In a 2000 interview with Locus, Butler stated that she was working on a possible third book in the series. She stated it would focus on characters who fulf ill 
Earthseed’s destiny to, as Lauren Olamina said, “take root among the stars.”

• In a 1998 speech at MIT, she shared this quote from Parable of the Talents, and related it to the Monica Lewinsky and Bill Clinton scandal: “Beware! All too often, we 
say what we hear others say. We see what we are permitted to see. Much worse, we see what we’re told that we see. Repetition and pride are the keys to this.”

• In Butler’s archives at the Huntington Library it is possible to see a manuscript for Earthseed: The Books of the Living, the f ictional religious text in which Lauren 
compiled her writings on the Earthseed faith.

• In Butler’s journals, it’s revealed that she saw Lauren as an aspirational, heightened version of herself, and that Lauren’s diary entries and Earthseed writings were 
modeled after the author’s own diaries.

“As I tried to write Talents, as I wrote those 150 pages over and over again, I was trying to write only Olamina’s story. 
Then, in late 1996, my mother had a stroke. After three weeks, she died.

“This was a difficult time. My mother was widowed shortly after I was born, and I was an only child. We had always been 
close. Not surprisingly, I did no novel writing all the while she was dying and for some time afterwards. I didn’t get back 
to the novel until around January 1997. By then, somehow, the novel had changed.

“Olamina’s story had become also her daughter’s story, and it wasn’t a happy mother-daughter story. My mother and I 
had had a quite good relationship. I don’t know why her passing somehow inspired the situation between Olamina and 
her daughter. Whatever was going on with me, the story began to live more and move. In a sense, it was my mother’s 
last gift to me.” —From a 1997 interview with Charles H. Rowell

WHAT DID BUTLER HAVE TO SAY ABOUT PARABLE OF THE TALENTS?

Photo credit: Patti Perret, photograph of Octavia E. Butler seated 
by her bookcase, 1986. The Huntington Library, Art Collections, 
and Botanical Gardens.

WHAT IS IT?

Octavia E. Butler’s 11th novel, Parable of the Talents, originally published in 1998 by Seven Stories Press. 

WHAT’S THE SYNOPSIS?

This follow-up to Butler’s 1993 novel Parable of the Sower picks 
up five years after the previous book. Told through journal entries 
from the point of view of three members of Lauren Olamina’s 
family, the story explores the evolution of the Earthseed religion. 

In 2032, much of America is under the thrall of President Andrew 
Steele Jarret, a Christian fundamentalist pledging to ‘Make 
America Great Again.’ Slavery and violent religious ‘cleansing’ has 
become the norm. 

When the Earthseed community of Acorn is attacked by Jarrett’s 
followers, Lauren is separated from her young daughter Larkin 
Olamina. The novel follows Lauren and Larkin’s diverging paths, 
showing the growth of the Earthseed faith, and the complex 
weight for Lauren of living as a prophet. 

WHAT KIND OF RECEPTION DID THE BOOK RECEIVE?

• Parable of the Talents won the 2000 Nebula Award for Best Novel.  
  This was Butler’s second Nebula.
• From 2016 onwards, numerous Butler scholars and writers
  highlighted the uncanny similarities between Parable of the      
  Talents’ Andrew Steele Jarret and President Trump.

IS IT PART OF A SERIES?

Parable of the Talents was preceded by Parable 
of the Sower. Butler had intended to write a third 
novel, The Parable of the Trickster. However, she 
reportedly struggled with writer’s block and health 
issues while writing this f inal Earthseed novel, and 
did not complete it before her death. 

Parable of the Sower and Parable of the Talents can 
today be purchased individually, or as a set.

https://www.amazon.com/Parable-Talents-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B008HALPHC/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://theportalist.com/parable-of-the-sower-infographic
https://www.amazon.com/Earthseed-Complete-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B072NZBPFG/ref=sr_1_1?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.wired.com/2016/12/geeks-guide-gerry-canavan/
https://www.newyorker.com/books/second-read/octavia-butlers-prescient-vision-of-a-zealot-elected-to-make-america-great-again
http://www.locusmag.com/2000/Issues/06/Butler.html
https://web.mit.edu/m-i-t/articles/butler_talk_index.html
https://octaviatried.com/webinars/
https://www.readingoctavia.com/


SHORT FICTION



The Short Fiction of Octavia E. Butler
“Good stories are good stories, no matter how they’re categorized.”

Published a decade after Butler’s death, Unexpected Stories features a previously-unreleased novella and a short story.

WHAT ABOUT UNEXPECTED STORIES?

• The novella “A Necessary Being” follows the Rohkohn and Tehkohn tribes, both of which previously 
appeared in Butler’s novel Survivor. Survivor is out of print at the request of Butler, who said the book 
reminded her of a bad Stark Trek episode. However, Butler scholars such as Ayana A.H. Jamieson of the 
Octavia Butler Network say that “A Necessary Being” is just as nuanced as Butler’s other works. The 
novella explores “close relationships between intimacy, vulnerability, life, and death,” and filters out “the 
colonial, paternalistic attitudes that are prominent in many other kinds of stories.”

• The short story “Childfinder” was the first work Butler ever sold. Author Harlan Ellison bought 
the rights to it during the 1971 Clarion Workshop, intending to include it in the anthology The Last 
Dangerous Visions™. However, the anthology was never published, and so “Childfinder” didn’t find an 
audience until 40 years later. 

Octavia Butler is perhaps best known for her full-length works, such as the 
Earthseed duology, the Patternmaster series, and the Xenogenesis trilogy, as well 
as two standalone novels. But Butler’s short stories and novellas are equally as 
compelling.

These works have been compiled into two anthologies: Bloodchild and Other 
Stories, originally published in 1994, and her posthumous 2014 collection 
Unexpected Stories.

WHAT WORKS ARE IN BLOODCHILD AND OTHER STORIES?
• The title story “Bloodchild” was originally published in a 1984 issue of Asimov’s   Science
Fiction Magazine. It went on to win the Nebula, Hugo, and Locus Awards, and the Science
Fiction Chronicle Reader Award for Best Novelette.

• “The Evening and the Morning and the Night” was first published in 1987 in Omni. It received the 
Science Fiction Chronicle Reader Award, and was nominated for other major speculative fiction honors.

• Butler’s story “Near of Kin” was first published in 1979 in Chrysalis.
 
• Originally published in Asimov’s in 1983, “Speech Sounds” went on to win the 1984 Hugo Award
for Best Short Story.

• Butler’s first published work, “Crossover” originally appeared in the 1971 Clarion Workshop anthology.
 
• “Amnesty” originally appeared on SciFi.com in 2003.

• One of her last new works published during Butler’s lifetime, “The Book of Martha” was first 
published on SciFi.com in 2003. 

https://www.amazon.com/Bloodchild-Other-Stories-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B008HALO0U/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?tag=portalistsite-20
https://www.amazon.com/Unexpected-Stories-Octavia-Butler-ebook/dp/B00K04NWG0/ref=sr_1_3?tag=portalistsite-20
http://octaviabutlerlegacy.com/2014/06/24/a-miniarchival-review-of-a-necessary-being-from-unexpected-stories/
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